
Northeast Arkansas Daylily Tour  

Saturday, June 20, 2026 

Jonesboro, Arkansas 

Three gardens will be on tour between 8:00 and 
noon Saturday.   

Between 8:00 and 11:00: 

Mr. David Jones (870) 919-8252 
3474 Country Road 780, Jonesboro 

Dr. Joe Stanton (870) 926-8588 
1503 S Main Street, Jonesboro 
(Park at Jonesboro High and walk a block) 

Between  11am and 2:00 

Mr. Tim & Sheila Snow (870-378-0407)   
246 Country Road 426, Jonesboro 
Lunch will be provided.  “Shoot” Tim a text 
message (with your name) to give them a 
“head count” for lunch. 

This will be a self-driving tour, carpooling is 
encouraged and will be coordinated at the 
Embassy Suites lobby at 7:30. 

A short business meeƟng of the Arkansas 
State Daylily Society (ARSDS) will follow 
lunch , with a discussion of the Fall AucƟon 
speakers, in addiƟon to any old business and 
the Treasurer’s Report and status of Board 

Tim Snow is a strong supporter of the Arkansas 
State Daylily Society and has organized this tour 
to display daylilies in these three excellent gar-
dens.  He has been collecƟng new introducƟons 
and will let us see the vigor in the young plants 
and established clumps.   

Embassy Suites by Hilton,  
Red Wolf ConvenƟon Center 

223 Red Wolf Blvd, Jonesboro, AR 

If you’re arrive Friday evening (the 19th), Tim 
suggest the Embassy Suites.   ReservaƟons can be 
made online, or through central reservaƟons 

(888) 784-0532 .  There have been no arrange-
ments on a block of rooms, so it’s suggested to 
reserve a room shortly aŌer receiving this.  
 
hƩps://www.guestreservaƟons.com/embassy-suites-by-
hilton-jonesboro-red-wolf-convenƟon-center/booking  
 

Maps to the gardens will be available at the ho-
tel , although, if you’re GPS savvy, that won’t be 
necessary if you have the addresses. 

If you’re not a member, and you’d like to join 
dues to the ARSDS are $10, and collected at the 
Fall MeeƟng and AucƟon, this year in Bentonville. 
DoubleTree Inn, September 11 & 12.  Details of 
meeƟng follow, with updates done by e-mail. 



Arkansas State Daylily Society Fall MeeƟng and AucƟon 

Friday & Saturday, September 11  & 12, 2026 

DoubleTree Inn, Bentonville, Arkansas 

This year we feature Kathleen Nordstrom and Michael Grossmann 
of Northern Lights Daylilies, and Nancy Rold of Glory Be Gardens. 

Friday evening, table plants sale, contributed by members, will begin at 
6:00PM.  These are priced low, and disappear by Saturday. 

At 7:00, Nancy Rold will present of her hybridizing in central Missouri.  
Visit her website, hƩps://glorybegardens.wixsite.com/glory-be-gardens. 

Kathleen and Mike’s presentaƟons will begin at 9:00, Saturday morning.  
Their website: hƩps://www.northernlightsdaylilies.com 

 The plant aucƟon follows at 11:00 AM Saturday. 

Northern Lights Daylilies was 
sold out of their introducƟons  
in March, shortly aŌer our club 
received its plants.  The plants 
are greenhouse grown, arrived 
in great condiƟon, and scapes 
began appearing in April.  These 
pictures were taken in the past 
days.   Kathleen and Mike 
shipped two divisions of each of 
26 introducƟons they shipped, 
and if they conƟnue to enjoy 
the warm wet spring condiƟons, 
there could be well over 100 
divisions for aƩendees at the 
aucƟon.   

StarƟng on the leŌ, the lower pic-
ture is of Kathleen’s “Nordic Or-
chid,” where all fans have scapes, 
and the intense lavender is an eye-
catcher.  Above this is her “VeneƟan 
Violet” with crisp paƩerned eye 
development usually seen in warm-
er condiƟons than we’ve had here. 

Above right is “Licked by Flames”  a 
great example of the color intensity 
of Mike’s intros and toothy sharp 
edges.  Everyone might get two 
divisions—in the garden,  they’re 
easily disƟnguishable.  Below,  
“Blackberry Cream Pie,” blooming 
bigger than its registered 6.”  Be 
prepared to leave with plants, and 
while they’re sold out, they’ll be in 
supply at the Arkansas AucƟon. 

Contact the DoubleTree Inn directly, as a more 
reasonable rate for a Friday stay is available. 

479-845-7770    

You may want to stay Saturday night, and visit Crystal 
Bridges Museum of Modern Art. A block of rooms has 
been set aside through August. 

DoubleTree Suites by Hilton Bentonville 

301 SE Walton Blvd. Bentonville, AR 72712 

As Bentonville has become a crossroads of retail ven-
dors, there is a variety of eating options in the down-
town, or adjacent mall area of Rogers,.off I-49. 



A Note from a Garden Judge Liaison, May 28, 2026 

GreeƟngs, Daylily Fans, 

Many of you have not received a mailing from me previously, 
but since the Northwest Arkansas Daylily Club has joined Re-
gion 11, it’s appropriate to invite club presidents, regional 
officers, and all garden judges to our state’s events—as well 
as all members of ADS. The upcoming tours will give Garden 
Judges a opportunity to add gardens featuring daylilies to 
their 5-year garden log.   

The ADS is in need of Garden Judges.  The heart of non-for-
profit status is based on our system for evaluaƟon of culƟ-
vars’  performance across regions—in the garden.  As of this 
wriƟng, there are  405 Garden Judges, based on the report of 
Lorene Crone, Garden Judges Record Chair.  In Northwest 
Arkansas, including myself, we have three Garden Judge in-
structors.  If you are missing compleƟon of Garden Judge 
Workshop II, for example, that can arranged at one of the 
upcoming tours in Jonesboro or FayeƩeville.  A first step 
would be to contact me,  either via text  (479) 442-0510 or e-
mail (coolplanter@hotmail.com).  If your club has members 
that want to become America Daylily Society (ADS) Garden 
Judges—this can be arranged. 

If your club has members in their second year of membership 
in ADS, with an interest in growing and idenƟfying superior 
varieƟes—they should become a Daylily Garden Judge.  Hy-
bridizers are parƟcularly welcomed, as their recogniƟon of 
culƟvar disƟncƟon and vigor are needed, especially if it is in 
their introducƟons.   A full list of Garden Judges is now avail-
able under the membership tab on daylilies.org.   Region 13 
has two hybridizers as Garden Judges, and, conversely, Re-
gion 11 has several hybridizers who should become garden 
judges.  In Region 5 (Georgia), there are 61 Garden Judges. 
Nine are easily recognized as either hybridizers, or closely 
related or involved with a hybridizer.  This should be the 
model for other Regions to follow—every acƟve hybridizer 
should be encouraged to be a parƟcipant in the process, and 
keep the Regions as “equivalent “ as is feasible. 

Similarly, a Region’s Garden Judges can approach other 
members and encourage them to become fellow judges.  
Records of compleƟng Workshops I and II, whatever order, 
are maintained by Lorene Crone, and she will have you 
“cerƟfied” when she receives your applicaƟon. 

The ADS website dayllies.org has a complete lisƟng of 
Garden Judges by Region.  Below are the Judges in 
Region 13, Arkansas & Louisiana 

Brenda Barr, Paragould, AR  

Doug Beecher, Rogers, AR, Instructor 

Libby Beecher, Rogers , AR, Instructor 

Barbara Broussard, Lake Charles, LA 

Rosalind Darsam, Hammond, LA 

Brenda J Fotenot, Pineville, LA 

Joe Goudeau, Baton Rouge, LA 
Instructor & Regional President 

Clyde Grammon, Ball, LA 

Robert McKeel, Rogers, AR 

Pete Miller, Pineville,  LA 

Errol Nabb, Bella Vista, AR 

Gwendolyn Nabb, Bella Vista, AR 

Robert Stassen, FayeƩeville, AR 
Instructor & Liaison 

The ADS is updaƟng the daylily database found on the 
main website, daylilies.org.  This new database lacks 
certain informaƟon that was included in the past ver-
sion—very helpful when creaƟng garden tags, or auc-
Ɵon lists.  One important feature that is currently ab-
sent, is the lisƟng of important culƟvar awards in the 
process of the “Pyramid of Awards,” such as the year 
earning an Honorable MenƟon (HM) or Award of Merit 
(AM), very important to all Garden Judges—and to all 
daylily growers and hybridizers, as so few culƟvars earn 
these awards. 

Complete informaƟon, parƟcularly the awards infor-
maƟon,  can be found at daylilydatabase.org,  Searches 
can be performed on hybridizer, years, height, flower 
size, etc., which allow you to act like an expert.  This is 
the quality of database where you would join ADS for 
access.  Thanks to Lois Hart for poinƟng this out. 

Good growing this summer.   Sincerely, Bob Stassen  

As is obvious, this compilaƟon of stuff was done without A.I. 



Early Bloomers 

From the Botanical Garden of the Ozarks  

The Northwest Arkansas Daylily Society maintains a 
bed at the Botanical Garden of the Ozarks, supplied 
by club member donaƟons from their gardens. 

Three culƟvars that looked great in the garden these 
past days with early bloom are shown .  Bill Waldrop 
presented in Northwest Arkansas in September of 
2024, and I over-winter  a fan in a pot, and planted 
last spring, “The Joy We Share (2024),” it’s a lively, 
vigorous UF, similar in the growth habits of its par-
ents, ArƟllery Fire and Illinois MajesƟc, but coming on 
much earlier. 

What is remarkable is how fully-formed 
doubles are this year, both at home and 
at the garden.  Right, is Kirsten  Hsy-
field’s “Moment of Breathlessness 
(2020), planted in the fall of 2024, , it’s 
as registered—a full 6” with very intense 
color—you see it across the bed. 

Below is an early bloomer, “Rudolph the 
Red-nosed Reindeer” (Gossard 2015).  
This was planted in 5/11/22, and it grew 
well but was so early that phlox plant 
bugs sought it out, and ruined the 
bloom.  This year, early with spraying 
with the sƟnky, organo-phosphate 
acephate kept the bugs away!. 

The BGO bed is available everyday except 
Thursdays—behind a 8’ tall deer fence.  This 
year, we’re headed into a longer term commit-
ment on this bed with the Garden, and may 
install a drip irrigaƟon system to give plants a 
more pampered lifestyle.   

The main benefit of the bed would be to Gar-
den Judges in that many plants on the ballot 
would be in bloom during a limited daylily sea-
son, as well as draw visitors into daylilies.  The 
expense and Ɵme required to aƩend naƟonal 
convenƟons makes it a challenge to see daylil-
ies on the ballot during bloom season.  At the 
BGO,  you should see several.  Send me a note, 
and I’ll send a file of with the locaƟon of the 
culƟvars—coolplanter@hotmail.com.   


